BOOK REVIEW. 


METHODS OF SURVEYING AND MEASURING VEGETATION: By Dorothy 
Brown, with a chapter on the Theory of Sampling by G. M. Jolly. 
Commonwealth Bureau of Pastures and Field Crops, Bulletin 42, 1954. 
Pp. xv and 223. 29 half-tone plates, 22 figs., 46 tables. 35s. 

When a survey of vegetation is carried out it is important that the 
results of such work should be concise and accurate. Accounts drawn up 
from casual observation are usually subjective, unreliable and subject to 
personal bias. An objective approach is required, involving counting and 
measuring. In carrying out a quantitative vegetational survey the selec- 
tion of a suitable method often presents a problem and the work might 
easily become a study of various methods in a particular type of vegeta- 
tion rather than a study of the vegetation itself. This book should help 
considerably in selecting an appropriate method for a certain type of 
vegetation. 

Miss Brown has very successfully brought together in one volume the 
many and varied techniques which have been applied in quantitative 
ecological studies in all parts of the world. There is an extensive review 
of the literature so that a research worker may refer to the original publica- 
tions if necessary. The various methods are described but there is no 
critical assessment of their respective merits. 

Most of the methods described apply to grassland and the book there- 
fore should be of special appeal to the Pasture Research Officer and Grass- 
land Ecologist. Although many of the basic principles of the methods could 
be used or adapted to the study of forest or other vegetation the book 
has not been written for the worker engaged in the study of these other 
types of vegetation. 

The title is well chosen because the book covers little more than 
“Methods of Surveying and Measuring Vegetation”, and this is done very 
adequately. It is not a handbook of statistical methods and the analysis 
of results is not dealt with. It shows how to obtain the quantitative results 
but for their further treatment to assess their significance one must turn. 
to a book on statistical analysis. The publication of a companion volume 
to supplement the information in this book would fill a long felt want. 

H. B. Rycrort. 
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